
Git
Git is the version control software used in the workshop.

Installation
• Go to the following link and choose the correct version for your operating

system: https://git-scm.com/downloads.
• Following the download, run the installer as per usual on your machine.
• Windows: You may leave all selection widgets at their default values.

Check installation
You can check that git has been succefully installed:

• Open a terminal/command prompt and type git. (Hit the [Enter] key
to terminate the command entry.)

If git is installed then you should see the following:
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Notes for Windows

In your Search bar, type git-bash and start the git-bash executable. This
brings up a terminal window. If you cannot locate the git-bash launcher, go to
"Start Menu -> Git -> Git Bash". You may want to create a shortcut on the
Desktop or add it to the taskbar.
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Enter

$ git
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and observe the output given above.

Python
This workshop uses Python as the example programming language, however, the
ideas and principles covered extend and apply to any language.

To install Python we will use Anaconda. Anaconda is a python distribution
(similar as how Ubuntu is a distribution of Linux). It bundles the python
interpreter with numerous libraries, addons, and development environments such
as jupyter.

Installation
• Go to the following link https://www.anaconda.com/download/ and select

Python 3.
• Following the download, run the installer as per usual on your machine.

Windows users Below are some screenshots for installing anaconda under
windows. Most importantly, select "Install for: Just me".

Next, accept the suggested installation path.
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Finally, select "Add Anaconda3 to my PATH environment variable" despite the
warning.
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.

Test your python installation
In a terminal window (windows: git-bash), enter the command

$ python -c "import sys; print(sys.version)"
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Editor
There are several editors that allow us to edit files such as python scripts, LaTex
files etc. For this workhop the suggested editor is VS code.

If you prefer to use a different editor skip this part.

Installation
• Go to the following link https://code.visualstudio.com and click download.

Install python extension for VSCode
• Open VS code.
• Bring up the Extensions view by clicking on the Extensions icon in the

Activity Bar on the side of VS Code.
• There type "Python" and select and install the first hit returned from the

search.

7

https://code.visualstudio.com


GitLab
In this workshop, we will use GitLab, a code sharing service. The GWDG offers
free GitLab accounts to all MPI employees. To interact with the code on GitLab,
we will use git, the version control system.

To login to GitLab, use this website: https://gitlab.gwdg.de/users/sign_in.
Use the tab titled "eMail-address", do not use the tab "Standard". Enter
your email address and password into the login dialog of the eMail-address tab.
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Check list
� Python
� Git
� VS code (or any other editor)
� GitLab
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